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Spooky Travel
to Northwest 

Mausoleums

W    hether you’re prepared to be scared or you 
just want to contemplate mortality, there’s 

no better place than a mausoleum to get you in 
the Halloween spirit. It might sound like a macabre 
destination, but that’s the point—the architecture 
of the dead is often the stuff of horror movies for a 
reason. And the stories of the people interred there 
are as fascinating as the structures themselves. So, 
bury your jitters and join us as we work our way up 
from south to north, through Oregon, Idaho and 
Washington, to visit four of the Northwest’s best— 
and most atmospheric—memorials to the departed.

BY VANESSA SALVIA

Spooky Travel
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Hope Abbey Mausoleum  Eugene, Oregon
eugenemasoniccemetery.org/mausoleum.html

Nestled at the western edge of the Eugene Masonic Cemetery, the Hope Abbey 
Mausoleum features traditional Egyptian funerary symbols, such as papyrus bundles, 
lotus-blossom urns and a solar disc with snakes and outstretched wings on each side 
above its magnificent entrance. 

“On the exterior wall is a cavetto molding which is fluted and curved out,” says Denny 
Hellesvig, a Eugene Masonic Cemetery Association board member and retired architect. 
“That is a very definite Egyptian architectural element. Just under the cavetto molding 
is a winged orb, which is another Egyptian funerary symbol. I’ve seen them in Egyptian 
tombs and they’re no different. It’s just a straight copy.”

The walls are Tokeen marble, quarried off the Alaskan coast. Sunlight shines through 
golden stained-glass windows clad in copper, casting a warm glow upon metal lotus 
blossom details and what Hellesvig presumes is a papyrus bulb on the window frames, 
both symbols of early Egyptian dynasties.

Ten-foot-tall bronze doors admit the public to attend occasional musical events, and 
visitors are admitted for tours on the last Sunday of each month, except December. 

The cemetery surrounding the mausoleum holds most of Eugene’s historical names, 
including city founder Eugene Skinner. At the 1914 dedication of this nearly 2,000-square-
foot mausoleum, optimistic Masons included a time capsule to be opened in 2914.

Getting there
The Masonic Cemetery lies 
between East 25th and 26th 
avenues and University and 
Onyx streets in Eugene; 26th 
Avenue dead-ends at the 
cemetery. Park street-side 
and walk into the cemetery. 
The mausoleum sits at the 
top of the hill.

Northwest Mausoleums
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BOOK YOUR GROUP OF 15 OR MORE  CALL: 208.216.4300  OR EMAIL: groupscares@silverwoodthemepark.com 
ADMISSION INCLUDES MOST OF SILVERWOOD’S SIGNATURE RIDES PLUS HAUNTS & SCARES AROUND EVERY CORNER. 

JUST A SHORT DRIVE AWAY. NORTH OF COEUR D’ALENE, IDAHO ON HWY 95

FOR THE BEST TICKET PRICES & SCHEDULE, VISIT  SCARYWOODHAUNT.COM

THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 

SEPT. 29TH–OCT. 28TH  
FEATURING:
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To fully experience all that Sidney and the surrounding region has to offer you need to spend at 
least two days to soak it all in.

Rich in history and surrounded in natural beauty, Sidney is the gateway to Vancouver Island. 
Complete with a vibrant boutique-shopping district (1) and many quaint dining options including 
hand made crepes (2), you won’t know where to start. To complete the Sidney experience, Victoria Distillers (3), the only 

waterfront distillery on Vancouver Island offers daily tours and tastings. Complete with a cozy 
lounge and outdoor patio with sweeping views of Mount Baker and the Salish Sea, the distillery
will impress even the most discerning libation connoisseur.

The waterfront in Sidney offers many experiences including the Town’s sculpture walk and historic 
walking tour. Be sure to visit with local fisherman as you stroll down the iconic Sidney fishing pier (4). 
You can also hop on a whale watching (5) or guided kayak tour right from the waterfront with 
Sidney Whale Watching. If you want to visit the nearby wine region and cidery (6), you can do
so on your way to the world-famous Butchart Gardens, only a 15-minute drive from Sidney.

If you happen to be visiting during the summer season, you can enjoy a host of special events 
including the Sidney Street Market (Thursday nights May to September), Summer Sounds outdoor 

concerts (Sunday’s July & August) and the Torque Masters Car Show Extravaganza (August) just to 
name a few. Be sure to catch a show at Mary Winspear Centre, the art & culture hub of Sidney.

Sidney is known as Canada’s only 
Booktown so be sure to peruse the 5 
independent bookstores during your 
visit. If you are bringing little ones, the 
Shaw Centre for the Salish Sea (7) 
the BC Aviation Museum and the 
Sidney Museum offer special hands-on 
experiences not to be missed!

6

5

TRIP ITINERARY:  Sidney by the Sea

Only a short drive from Downtown Victoria, BC, Sidney is the gateway to
your Vancouver Island adventure. Below is a suggested itinerary for the
perfect day in this vibrant seaside town.

Number of
days to

spend here

COHO Ferry
cohoferry.com

Van Isle Marina
vanislemarina.com

Port Sidney Marina
portsidney.com

PLAN YOUR TRIP

Sidney Destination Information
distinctlysidney.ca

BC Ferries
bcferries.com

Washington State Ferries
wsdot.wa.gov/ferries/

The Cedarwood Inn & Suites
thecedarwood.ca

The Sidney Pier Hotel & Spa
sidneypier.com

Sidney Waterfront Inn & Suites
sidneywaterfrontinn.com

Beacon Inn
thebeaconinn.com

Victoria Airport Travelodge
travelodge.ca

Best Western Emerald Isle
bwemeraldisle.com
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The Rae Room Portland, Oregon
raeroom.com, wilhelmportlandmemorial.com

This mysterious Portland tomb is open one day a year, Memorial Day, unless you have a family member 
there. The Rae Room is a tomb inside a funeral home, behind 250-pound bronze doors installed by Elizabeth, 
the second wife of lumberman George Rae, one of Oregon’s richest men when he died in 1918. It’s a rare 
sarcophagus-type vault that is also a private room.

Rae’s first wife, Charlotte, died in a mental hospital in 1914. Rae scandalized the town by marrying 
Elizabeth, his 26-years-younger housekeeper, 10 months later. Although the couple appeared to be happy, 
Rae’s family assassinated Elizabeth’s character by any means they could. 

“After his death, Elizabeth went through a court battle over his estate and his body and she won,” 
explains Michael Ashe, former owner and now general manager of Wilhelm Portland Memorial Funeral 
Home, where the Rae Room is located. Rae rewrote his will to cut out his daughter, and Elizabeth’s case 
went all the way to the Oregon Supreme Court.

“At first Rae’s body had been buried in the family plot on the other side of the river,” says Ashe. “She built 
this room for both of them and then had his body exhumed and moved over.”

Inside the 15-by-15-foot tomb, George and Elizabeth’s huge marble sarcophagi rest side by side, each 

Getting there
The Rae Room is in the Sellwood 
neighborhood of Southeast Portland at 
6705 SE 14th Avenue.
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(Here and inset) The Rae Room
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Getting there
 Visitors can access San Juan Island 
by Kenmore Air or Washington 
State Ferry. From Roche Harbor, a 
trail leads to the mausoleum site. 
One spooky fact: GPS won’t help 
you find Afterglow Vista.Afterglow Vista
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holding a coffin of solid bronze. Behind the sarcophagi is a 
large stained-glass panel of a tree scene and a mountain. At 
the bottom of the panel is a saying, “The end of a perfect day.” 

Other than the open hours on Memorial Day, members of 
the public who don’t have family interred in the funeral home 
may request an appointment to view the room. 

Afterglow Vista
Roche Harbor, Washington (on San Juan Island)
rocheharbor.com/activities/trails

Set in a forest, the final resting place of the McMillin 
family is an open-air rotunda with a table in the center. 
Around the table sit stone chairs that contain the ashes of 
family members. While the date of completion is unknown, it 
was likely finished between 1930 and 1936, the latter being the 
year that patriarch John Stafford McMillin died. 

 “Besides the fact that it’s so unique is its woodland 
setting,” says Robin Jacobson, a member of the 
San Juan Historical Society board who gives 
tours of the cemetery. “It’s so peaceful here.”

The rotunda, more accurately called a 
tholos, is built of limestone and cement. While 
the “vista” is now obscured by trees, when the 
tholos was built it allowed for sunset views that 
imbued the entire structure with a rosy glow. 
Now, dappled and filtered light lend the site an 
eerie quality.

Both McMillin and his son were Masons, 
and the structure holds numerous symbols 
from that philosophy. The table and chairs are 
circled by six Roman columns and a broken 
one. There are six chairs, and space for a 
missing chair, which is also symbolic. “The 
broken column means that life is never done,” 
explains Jacobson. “Everything in the design 
means something to a Mason.”

McMillin built the structure at a cost of 
$30,000, a fortune at the time. A bronze dome 
was supposed to cover it all, but McMillin’s 
penny-pinching son canceled the order. 
Jacobson says legend holds that when it rains 
it doesn’t fall on the chairs, as if the dome were 
in place. “That isn’t true,” Jacobson says. “But 
paranormals say they can hear voices there.” 

John Green Mausoleum Boise, Idaho
parks.cityofboise.org

Morris Hill Cemetery is the final resting 
place of the who’s who of Boise history, 
including John Green, a major in the U.S. 
Cavalry. Green was awarded a Congressional 

Medal of Honor for his service and lived a well-respected life… 
until he married a madam. 

Green is buried in one of the cemetery’s three private 
mausoleums, dated 1909. Although his wife, Mary, moved to 
San Francisco after his death, upon her own death she was 
returned to Morris Hill and now rests beside him. There is no 
stone marking Mary’s grave. 

Green came from Germany at the age of six with his 
parents and four siblings. In Boise, in 1908, he heard the bugle 
call to the next realm. Green was laid to rest in the Kinney 
mausoleum until his own mausoleum was erected and his body 
transferred in 1910. The Boise newspapers described his vault 
as “magnificent” and befitting the memory of a man who had 
served his country so nobly. Mary Green paid the handsome 
sum of $10,000 for the vault, made of Baker City granite and 
lined inside with marble. Massive bronze doors guard the 
entrance and a large stained-glass window faces the sunrise. 

Getting there
The cemetery sits across the Boise River from downtown Boise in the 
community of Morris Hill. From downtown, take S. 16th Street, which 
turns into S. American Blvd. and traverses Ann Morrison Park. Veer left 
at Latah Street to reach the cemetery entrance.

Northwest Mausoleums

John Green Mausoleum
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