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83 Days
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Summer fun for kids of all ages
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KEy:

Fun on a 
budget!

PEOPLE-WATCH 
AT CuTHBERT
AMPHITHEATER

Have a picnic outside of the 
Cuthbert (541/762-8099, 
thecuthbert.com) while a band 
plays. It’s free, and you can enjoy a 
beautiful park setting and hear the 
bands perfectly clearly (though 
you can’t see them). Two concerts 
scheduled for June are the Moody 
Blues and Jethro Tull.

PEOPLE-WATCH 

START A FAMILy
NATuRE CLuB

Nearby Nature (541/687-9699, 
nearbynature.org) has resources 
to help you start your own Family 
Nature Club. Why? To spend more 
time outdoors with your family, 
with the support and friendship of 
other families who are doing the 
same thing. Nearby Nature offers 
a two-hour Family Nature Quest 
each month—a family-paced hike or 
nature adventure with lots of hands-
on fun, a craft or special activity, a 
snack, and a visit from a costumed 
animal—that is free to Nearby 
Nature members or $5 per family. 

PAINT yOuR OWN 
POTTERy

Two local businesses, the 
Potters Quarter (541/434-9277, 
thepottersquarter.com) and 
BrushFire (541/485-7161, brush-
fi re.com), offer hundreds of craft-
ready items to choose from for all 
ages. Summer camps at BrushFire 
are half-day, with weekly themes, 
and include painting, pottery, fused 
glass, sculpting, and mosaics. 

ExPLORE A HANDS-
ON SCIENCE MuSEuM

The Science Factory (541/682-
7888, sciencefactory.org), where 
the motto is “Engage, Excite, 
Inspire,” has dozens of interactive, 
hands-on exhibits that change 
every few months. A “Tot Spot” 
for young visitors has toys geared 
toward the 5-and-under set, 
and everyone loves visiting with 
Renegade, the resident iguana. The 
museum offers events and classes 
regularly, including Tot discovery 
days on the fi rst Friday of every 
month, featuring special activities 
for kids 5 and under. And the best 
part? Seasonal star shows in the 
planetarium dome are free with 
your admission fee. (The Science 
Factory is closed for all home 
duck football games.) 

TAKE A HIKE

The Ridgeline Trail system is 
near the heart of town, but its 
quiet woodlands feel miles from 
anywhere. From downtown 
Eugene , take Willamette south; 
at 32nd, go straight onto donald; 
take donald to its end on Fox 
Hollow (about 18 blocks); turn 
right onto Fox Hollow and go 
3/4 mile. Park at the Fox Hollow 
Trailhead for a connection to 
four moderately steep spurs that 
are each about 1 mile in length. 
Hikers along the 14-mile Ridgeline 
Trail system pass old growth 
douglas fi r, oregon white oak 
and California black oak, upland 
prairie, ponderosa pine, incense 
cedar, grand fi r, big leaf maple, 
black cottonwood, Oregon ash, 
and abundant native shrubs, 
wildfl owers, and grasses. 

TAKE A HIKE

FROM THE BEGINNING of the 
Eugene 4J school district summer 
holiday on June 17 to the first 

day of school on September 7, you get 12 
weekends—24 Saturdays and Sundays, or if 
you’re counting in sum: 83 days of freedom 
(if you’re a kid). What are you gonna do 
with those days? I can’t guarantee that the 
following pages will banish the phrase “I’m 
bored” from your house, but they will make 
it much rarer.

HISTORIC HAZELNuTS

established in 1892, springfi eld’s 
dorris Ranch (541/736-4544, 
South 2nd and dorris streets) is 
oregon’s oldest working fi lbert 
(hazelnut) farm. The 250-acre 
farm hosts nature walks geared 
to young children and seasonal 
events. Visitors to the Historic 
Village at dorris Ranch can tour 
the 1852 pioneer homestead 
of William and Eliza Masterson 
(their 320-acre donation land 
claim would later become dorris 
Ranch), a Northwest Coast 
Native American cedar plank 
house, and a replica of an 1830s 
fur trapper’s cabin. 

HISTORIC HAZELNuTS
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