— GREAT ESCAPE

Highway 242's
ancient views
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NE OF OREGE BEAUTIFUL, sce | ! AT TCAY
O wirkdow imwhich you can enjoy iggbdck: iz izt #‘Ii_- o

McKenzie Pazs from Belknap 5 o Sist d the mnr.:tuf
the vear it i= generally covered with sLmmer aned tall, overy fwisty
miile of the narrow, $4-mik-long ATHE 8 apen to traffic. The road iz s curvy

in some places that

35 feet can't use it, and pulling trailers on
WSl CCHTANEY | T
Highweay 242 o an diuﬁ it= way through the Willametre MNational
i = oneo a strange and ancient landscape of lava flows.
W Mrservator ﬂﬁnnﬂslﬂq thee comd at e sy summir (5,325 feer af
ationy, i middle of a 65-square-mike swarh of lava rock, right where the
Dieschuptes Matkonal Foresr bepina. The observatory rower waz bl by the CheilifiR
mrumn ¢ under the supervision of foreman Dee Wright, died
*efmﬂ {4 -mmplﬂ: in 1935 The nl;:ﬂq.:ﬂmmy offers #nnning views o
Range peaks in every direction, inchuding the %E'Em: Black Butre, Belknap
M. Wazhingren, Mr. Jeflersan, M. I—l::::li [in Fade w-eahe-r‘l o the Moeth

Wdlr Sisters,




Farhy in 2001, the roed was added
to the Martional Bepister of Histosie
|.'|.-'|-.'|"=. ”'r:' T |'|-.'-'d.'|'|' |.|:'|||I1'-'I.'::| 11
ancient Marive American reail char
skirted the lava flows. In ”,"Il'ﬂI Felix
Sooir (namesake of the nearby Scooet
lake and Scott Mountaind amd &

80 meen teaversed the trail

crew of
tox bring supplics to golkd miners in
Idaho. This ooure was bone-jarringly
rough for wason rrair however,
and an easier route was identified

in 1866, tracine the AppPrOXimane

bocation  of r-.'-|.|.1':.".- |!|.i1:|!|.'|1.:'1'r'. [t

became & free coumty  moad  in
B8, amd a srare highway in 1917
Portions of Scott’s old mad are =ill
maintained and used by hikers and
horze ricers
[hiz is acrually =il & seismically
active area, thooegh don't bet chat
stofp you from enjoying the scenery.
Aknap Crater erupted 1,500 vears
ago, Little Belknap Crater erupted
0 vears aen, and Collier Cone
erupred & mer 400 Vedrs g The t
lava flowed over the koo hille and
arcund the larger caes, resulting in
an interesting idand” effect af s
hills thar are surrounded by Lava.
Ilhe area iz rich im ]':E:d:nr!.l,
Human habirarion began 12000
vears agn, A historical marker near
the obeervatory marks a  mope
wneer mailman Johm
o raig lived oear the iy
sammit of the pass, Craie carried I -
mail  from  MeKenzie |!-|.i|.‘|p,u': s 'Ai‘.'.""'
Camp Polk, near Sisters. However, iy 4
in Decerber 1877, a sudden storm o
raie from -::||_"||1.'|,='r'i|'|_l__=; the " "
Chrisrmas mail, and e was found

¥ Falls is located
imilepost &4 on
av 247, Fark ini
e day use area and

g beautiful 1.6 km
= hike on a loop tra

frozen to death inside his cabin,



GREAT ESCAPE

Highway 242 begins ar the junction with
OF 126 mear the towm of MoKenzie Bridee,
amd ends at the junceon with U5, Highwaoay
0 oand OR 126 ar Sisters. The entin
highway can be driven in just a couple of
hoaies; fior a lictle longer of a drive, compler
the Bl-mile loop that conneces 242 with
O 1260 Lasr vear, the road was closed m

trafiic on Oerober 25: by Jume 2001, 300

tall soowdrifts gave way o parches of iy
smiow, By June 12, one lane was cleared o
allow pedesrians and bicvelizes a chance to enjoy the rosd before i
was apened again o car travel mearhy a moneh later, on Juby 15,

W hether vou plan to deive the whole koop or just part of it, mak:
the Dee Wiright Observatory a stop on your erip. The hallfanile
longe Lava Biver Irail be Lhis af r||. il |'-:|I:l.'-|':—li||| ruibsble-sriewn
landscape is inhospitable to trees. =0 there i=s noo zhade, bor the
paved parh iz easy to follow for a 3minure walk cheough the lava
beds, with interpretive panels along the wae, While walking, yon
can explore lava gurrers, small lava oubes, and other features of this

uricue CoTTEeT of Lhrepon. @

' Fig Brand commpass wak placed oo ap of the Dee Winght Cbssrvanary in 19570 aboe i, |1 enkances (% panorimic vidw by idestilying the lecatiors, rarsss

and elevntiom of poemengis CEcade peibs, Sooir Lake, below, snd che MNorch and Mdde Siagers i deen roem (B gmnmil ol Mokengie Fas, abowe righit




